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ALL’S FAIRE in Middle School 
Homeschooled by Renaissance Fair enthusiasts, 

eleven-year-old Imogene has a hard time fitting in 

when her wish to enroll in public school is granted. 

 

Victoria 

Jameson 

 

AMAL UNBOUND 

Life is quiet and ordinary in Amal's Pakistani village, 

but she had no complaints, and besides, she's busy 

pursuing her dream of becoming a teacher one day. 

Her dreams are temporarily dashed when--as the 

eldest daughter--she must stay home from school to 

take care of her siblings. 

Aisha Saeed 

 

AMINA’S VOICE 

A Pakistani-American Muslim girl struggles to stay 

true to her family's vibrant culture while 

simultaneously blending in at school after tragedy 

strikes her community. 

Hena Khan 

 

ENGINERDS 

The battle between boys and bots is on in this funny, 

fast-paced novel. 

Ken is an EngiNerd: one of a super-smart group of 

friends—all nerds—who have been close since 

kindergarten. 

Jarrett 

Lerner  

 

ESPERANZE RISING 

Esperanza and her mother are forced to leave their 

life of wealth and privilege in Mexico to go work in 

the labor camps of Southern California, where they 

must adapt to the harsh circumstances facing 

Mexican farm workers on the eve of the Great 

Depression. 

Pam Muňoz 

Ryan 



 

FINDING GOBI 

Finding Gobi is the miraculous tale of Dion Leonard, 

a seasoned ultramarathon runner who crosses paths 

with a stray dog while competing in a 155-mile race 

through the Gobi Desert in China. 

Dion 

Leonard 

 

GHOSTS 

Catrina and her family have moved to the coast of 

Northern California for the sake of her little sister, 

Maya, who has cystic fibrosis--and Cat is even less 

happy about the move when she is told that her new 

town is inhabited by ghosts, and Maya sets her heart 

on meeting one. 

Raina 

Telgemeier 

 

HARRIET THE INVINCIBLE 

Never a conventional princess, Harriet becomes an 

adventurer after learning she is cursed to fall into a 

deep sleep on her twelfth birthday, but after two 

years of slaying ogres, cliff-diving, and more with 

her riding quail, Mumfrey, things go awry at home 

and she must seek a prince to set things right. 

Ursula 

Vernon  

 

HELLO UNIVERSE 

The lives of four misfits are intertwined when a 

bully's prank lands shy Virgil at the bottom of a well 

and Valencia, Kaori, and Gen band together in an 

epic quest to find and rescue him. 

 

Erin Entráda 

Kelly  

 

INVISIBLE EMMIE 

Crushes. Humiliation. Drama. Middle School. This is 

the story of two totally different girls--quiet, shy, 

artistic Emmie and popular, outgoing, athletic Katie-

-and how their lives unexpectedly intersect one day, 

when an embarrassing note falls into the wrong 

hands. 

Terri 

Libenson  



 

THE JOURNEY OF LITTLE CHARLIE 

When his poor sharecropper father is killed in an 

accident and leaves the family in debt, twelve-year-

old Little Charlie agrees to accompany fearsome 

plantation overseer Cap'n Buck north in pursuit of 

people who have stolen from him.  

Christopher 

Paul Curtis  

 

ME AND MARVIN GARDENS 

Obe Devlin spends a lot of his time cleaning up the 

creek that runs through what little is left of his 

family's once extensive farmland, and worrying 

about what the developers are doing nearby, and the 

pollution it is causing--but one day he finds a strange 

creature by his creek that eats plastic, and soon the 

animal he calls Marvin Gardens becomes his 

personal secret, which he believes needs to be 

protected from pretty much everybody. 

Amy Sarig 

King  

 

THE PARKER INHERITANCE 

Twelve-year-old Candice Miller is spending the 

summer in Lambert, South Carolina, in the old house 

that belonged to her grandmother, who died after 

being dismissed as city manager for having the city 

tennis courts dug up looking for buried treasure--but 

when she finds the letter that sent her grandmother 

on the treasure hunt, she finds herself caught up in 

the mystery and, with the help of her new friend and 

fellow book-worm, Brandon, she sets out to find the 

inheritance, exonerate her grandmother, and expose 

an injustice once committed against an African 

American family in Lambert. 

Varian 

Johnson 

 

PIECING ME TOGETHER  
Tired of being singled out at her mostly-white 

private school as someone who needs support, high 

school junior Jade would rather participate in the 

school's amazing Study Abroad program than join 

Women to Women, a mentorship program for at-risk 

girls. 

Renee 

Watson 



 

POSTED 

A group of middle school students decide to begin 

leaving sticky notes for each other after cell phones 

are banned, but soon the kids in school are leaving 

cutting and cruel notes, and nothing will ever be the 

same. 

John 

Anderson 

 

REAL FRIENDS  
The graphic memoir of Shannon Hale in which she 

reflects on her childhood friendships. 

Shannon 

Hale  

 

SHORT 

Very short for her age, Julia grows into her sense of 

self while playing a munchkin in a summer regional 

theater production of The Wizard of Oz. 

Holly 

Goldberg 

Sloan  

 

THREE PENNIES  
In San Francisco, eleven-year-old Marin desperately 

searches for her birthmother knowing time is running 

out before she is adopted, and discovers for the first 

time in her life what it feels like to be truly wanted 

by someone. 

Melanie 

Crowder 

 

WISHTREE 

An old red oak tree tells how he and his crow friend, 

Bongo, help their human neighbors get along after a 

threat against an immigrant family is carved into the 

tree's trunk. 

Katherine 

Applegate  

 


